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Gone but not forgotten.
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We have had a City Council majority born in the strife of Lafferty Ranch.  They operated on the concept that might (majority) makes right, but they are soon to become a minority.  I am pleased to see the political process will soon revert to one of more representative government.  Unfortunately, this old majority has not passed out of the picture without first sowing not only the seeds of continued council discontent but planting toxic weeds as well.





In their last few weeks of power, before becoming a minority voting block they have rammed through several council actions which cannot be ignored by the new council. Local and county publications have noted these arrogant acts.  





Usually, lame duck (defeated or retiring) legislators refrain from proposing legislative actions that fly in the face of the positions of incoming elected officials.  Not so with this group.  Since the November elections they have  approved an excessive General Plan contract which will eventually cost around four million dollars, approved a questionable water runoff study by a selected consultant as part of the General Plan process, and, out of the blue, originated a local campaign financing ordinance designed to favor candidates likely to share their ideas in future elections.





The council taking office in January is now forced to either accept these last-breath actions or take steps to rescind them.  It’s obvious that any action to revise these last minute acts will have several effects, none beneficial to the those doing the revising.  Could this be part of a plan?  





First, it will provide supporters of the former New Majority with reasons to initiate and maintain a negative posture towards those who don’t believe the last minute acts of a lame duck majority were in the best interest of the citizens of Petaluma.  Second, by having to address those actions pushed through between the election and seating of new council members, the new council will start off its term with several items of conflict.  This can and probably will divert them from working on other important city issues early on.  All in all, the results will be the image of continued strife caused by the  new members instead of an image of getting to work for the good of Petaluma.





The irony of it all is that there would probably not have been a change in control of the council if Councilmember Keller had not brought Mike O’brien into the public eye by accusing him of being anti Semitic.  This, plus the public’s reaction to the obvious political timing of the accusation, caused Mr. O’brien to stand out in the field of candidates.





Councilmember Hamilton’s sudden introduction of a campaign funding ordinance focused the spotlight on the fact that the majority was actively pushing through partisan and ideological votes before their majority was gone.  This was unusual for Councilmember Hamilton as she was usually thoughtful and cautious about initiating major council actions.  





I hope the citizens will realize what has been done and evaluate these last minute decisions forced on a restructured council.  Were they the actions of elected officials willing to let the voice of the public, as indicated by their election choices, prevail or were they the actions of a super majority bitter over their loss of power?  I believe that once the necessary cleaning up of these spiteful actions is done, we will see a much more centralist, middle of the road council than that which has been in power over the last four years.





Happy New Year to you all and Happy Millennium to those who waited until this year to celebrate.  


